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ST. PETERSBURG —
Mentoring has a tremendous effect on young people, and many of the
mentored grow up and continue the tradition of helping a child. St. Petersburg
native Nikki Capehart is
one of those people.
She has held some highprofiled jobs such as Deputy
District Director for Congresswoman Kathy Castor
or Director of Communications and External Affairs for
the Pinellas County Urban
League, but the title she is
most proud of is mentor.
In her new position appointed by Mayor Rick
Kriseman, Capehart is the



BY JOYCE NANETTE
JOHNSON
Staff Writer

ST. PETERSBURG —
The Inaugural First Ladies
in African-American His-

lighted the pathway for
others to follow by their
perseverance,
sacrifice,
dedication and hard work.
“These women have
crossed not one, but two
hurdles to triumphantly win

a race first,” said Terri
Lipsey Scott, chair of the
Woodson museum. “The
first hurdle is prominently
being a woman and their
See HISTORY, pages 4-5

Calling all dads!
BY HOLLY KESTENIS

See NIKKI, page 7

tory awards ceremony was
held Sun., March 23 at the
Dr. Carter G. Woodson
African American Museum.
It was an event to pay tribute to women of color who
have blazed new trails and

Staff Writer

ST. PETERSBURG –
Childs Park YMCA, located at 691 43rd St. S.,
played host Sat., March
22 to the Parent Support
For Education Council’s
10th Parent Summit on
increasing parental en-

gagement. This time the
emphasis was on dads
and what they can do to
bring success to their
children.
“This is important because the mind of a child
is very pliable,” said Pastor Don Middleton of
See DADS, page 8

Arnell Bell, left, with Pastor Martin Rainey.

ST. PETERSBURG –
Family, friends and the jazz
community gathered on
Saturday at Bethel Community Baptist Church to pay
their respects to jazz aficionado Rick Gee who
passed away March 1.
“He was a true blessing
that touched so many lives,”
said Valerie Gillespie a jazz
musician/singer fortunate
to play alongside Gee at his
Jazz Jamm, a corporation
dedicated to bringing quality jazz to the Tampa Bay
area. “He saw something in
many musicians deep inside that others didn’t see,
even the musicians didn’t
see themselves.”
A long list of accomplishments in his life, Gee had a
myriad of talents. A champion swimmer, he was
revered throughout his high
school in Newark, N.J. and
at Howard University where
he won many medals and
was nicknamed “Boy Porpoise.” And although he
See GEE, page 6
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Upcoming community
conversation features renowned
Civil Rights Movement leader
ST. PETERSBURG —
Longtime civil rights activist and authority on nonviolent social change, Dr.
Bernard LaFayette, Jr., is
the featured speaker at the
YWCA Tampa Bay’s Community Conversation taking place Mon., March 31.
He will relate his experiences as one of the primary organizers of the
Selma voting rights movement and perspectives on
the struggle for black
equality in the 20th century, as well as the importance
of
nonviolent
education in today’s society.
LaFayette originally
hails from Tampa. He is
co-author of the book “In
Peace and Freedom: My
Journey in Selma,” which
details his directorship of
the Alabama Voter Regis-

tration Project in Selma
and subsequent historic
Selma-to-Montgomer y
marches. He is recognized as an authority on
strategies for nonviolent
social change and as one
of the leading advocates
of nonviolent direct action
in the world.
LaFayette
helped
found the Center for Nonviolence and Peace studies, which promotes
education using a curriculum based on the principles and methods of
Martin Luther King, Jr.
Presently, he serves as
Distinguished
Senior
Scholar-in-Residence at
the Candler School of Theology at Emory University
and Chair of the National
Board of the Southern
Christian Leadership Conference (SCLC).

Dr. Bernard
LaFayette, Jr.
Date: Monday, March 31
Where: Dr. Carter G.
Woodson African
American Museum
Address: 2240 9th Ave. S.,
St. Petersburg
Time: 6-8: p.m. Refreshments will be served beginning at 5:30.
Seating: This event is
free and open to the public. Seating is limited.

Satellite office opened in at Childs
Park YMCA
BY FRANK DROUZAS
Staff Writer

ST. PETERSBURG —
It was a festive afternoon
at the Childs Park YMCA
on Mar. 19 as the city of St.
Petersburg
officially
opened a satellite office at
the facility, located at 691
43rd St. S. Mayor Rick
Kriseman, on hand for
the ribbon cutting ceremony, stated the city is
pleased to partner with
Childs Park in creating a
mayor’s office at the
YMCA.
“We’re going to foster
opportunities and increase
economic
prosperity,”
Kriseman said. “We want
to nurture families and
neighborhoods and foster
opportunities for all. We
want to promote the arts
and culture—that’s important that we have arts and
culture in all areas of the
city, not just downtown.”
Deborah
FiggsSanders, executive director of the Childs Park
YMCA, said she was excited about the “opportunity and the possibility and
the partnership with the
city of St. Petersburg.”
David Jezek, the president and CEO of
the YMCA of Greater St.
Petersburg, added that the
official opening was a
great opportunity to celebrate another chapter in
the Childs Park YMCA.
“In 2007 our board of
directors made a decision
to have a presence in
Childs Park,” Jezek explained.
“We
broke
ground, and in September

of ‘08 we opened a beautiful 15,000 square foot facility.”
Jezek noted that it’s
the only YMCA in the
country that contains
a branch of the local public
library, and pointed out
that there is a computer
lab with a volunteer income tax program, an arts
program that addresses
children at risk, and an
after school academic
achievement program.
“We’re making a difference in the children’s academic life and working
with the families,” Jezek
affirmed, and lauded the
branch’s other offerings
like the Neighbor-toNeighbor Christmas program and the Early
Learning coalition, for parents seeking assistance
with Child Care Scholarships.
“Over 400 families
come through here each

month for that program,”
he stated.
Mayor Kriseman noted
that the community has a
chance to revitalize the
neighborhood and recommit itself to the small businesses, adding that the
city doesn’t want these
businesses just to survive
but to prosper.
“It’s going to take a
real community coming
together for us to be successful,” Kriseman said. “I
believe we have a tremendous opportunity to address the inequity that
exists in our city, to lift up
parts of south St. Petersburg in a sustainable manner by investing in people,
not just things. And that’s
why we are proudly bringing city hall to you here.”
To
reach
Frank
Drouzas,
email
fdrouzas@theweeklychallenger.com

‘Writers in the Preserve’
BY FRANK DROUZAS
Staff Writer

ST. PETERSBURG —
Local writers will read poetry that celebrates nature
amidst the beauty of Boyd
Hill Nature Preserve during the March 28 installment of the “Writers in the
Preserve” series.
The event is the second
of three scheduled readings at the park, and will
feature poets Gianmarc
Manzione and Gloria
Muñoz reciting their original work while Bob Devin
Jones will read new and
classic poems about nature and community, including works by Langston
Hughes, Jean Toomer,
Mary Oliver and Walt Whitman.
“The poems are about
nature, but in many ways,
they are about finding common ground in America,”
said Thomas Hallock, a
USF St. Pete professor who
helped organize the event
along with Andrea Andersen, a ranger at Boyd Hill
Nature Preserve. In addition to American literature,
Hallock teaches nature
writing every semester, in
which he focuses on urban
natural places in south St.
Petersburg.
To help everyone better
appreciate these musings
on nature, the selected writers will read the various
poems on a ranger-led hike,
which Hallock promises
“will not be too arduous.”
One of the featured
writers,
Gianmarc
Manzione was born and
raised in Brooklyn, N.Y.,
and his poetry and nonfiction work have appeared in
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such prestigious publications
as
The
New
York Times, The Paris Review and The Southern Review. He has previously
taught creative writing, literature and poetic forms at
USF and the University of
Tampa, and is at work on a
new book of poems.
St. Pete resident Gloria
Muñoz is a poet, translator
and editor. Among her accolades are the Estelle J.
Zbar Poetry Prize, the Bettye Newman Poetry Award
and the New York Summer
Writer’s Institute Fellowship.
Bob Devin Jones is a cofounder of Studio@620 in
St. Pete, a playwright and
director who recently
helmed the American Stage
production of August Wilson’s “2 Trains Running.”
The first part of the series kicked off on Feb.
21 and featured local writers Cathy Salustri and
Wendy Joan Biddlecombe
reading their non-fiction
work, along with Tampa
Bay Times feature writer
Jeff Klinkenberg. The Apr.
11 event, the final part of
the series, will feature
the theme “13 Ways of
Looking at a City: Community Gathering,” as writers,
environmentalists and community advocates celebrate
the nature of south St. Pete.
“We’ll have writers from
across the community,”
Hallock explained. “I’m trying to get folks from as
many different walks of life
— so I’ve contacted
churches, neighborhood
associations, artists in the
community, environmental
activists.”
He said the theme is not

Art Director
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Bob Devin Jones
only how we find nature in
preserves like Boyd Hill,
but also in everyday things
like gardening, in the food
we prepare and even in unexpected places.
“For example, one
writer, Arielle Stevenson, is
doing a piece about an avocado tree that was planted
long ago by a resident of
what is now Campbell
Park,” Hallock said. “The
tree is still there, just below
the interstate, and it continues to bear fruit—even
though the neighborhood
is gone. We are still looking
for people to share their
stories!”
Each event begins at
7 p.m. at Boyd Hill Nature
Preserve, 1101 Country
Club Way S. The series is
co-sponsored by Friends of
Boyd Hill Nature Preserve,
the Florida Studies Program and College of Arts
and Sciences at USFSP. All
events free and open to the
public.
For more info contact
Boyd Hill Nature Preserve
at 727-893-7326 or Thomas
Hallock, 727-873-4954 or
thallock@usfsp.ed.
To reach Frank Drouzas,
email fdrouzas@theweeklychallenger.com
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St. Petersburg, FL 33705
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‘Words for life: Ms. James’
pocket wisdom’
The teacher reminisces with her students about a similar classroom event
that occurred in 1979, when the teacher
was a middle school student. A student
excitedly asked the teacher: “You were in
7th grade in 1979? My mom wasn’t even
born in 1979.”
One could imagine the spreading
laughter that left the instructor nearly
speechless if not slightly embarrassed.
“You know sweetie,” the teacher replied,
“you really don’t have to say everything
you think.”
Keeping pace with her irrepressible
humor the teacher would later comment
about it herself, “I felt sick and old!”
But what never grows old is Veronica
James’ commitment to academic and
moral excellence. James is a local middle
school math teacher and author. She has
penned a lively and instructional book for
kids and their parents, for the young and
the aging. The book is entitled “Words
for life: Ms. James’ pocket wisdom.”
James has been a fixture in Pinellas
County classrooms since 1994. For 20
years she has strived and succeeded at
using the essential ingredients necessary
in transforming young students into productive, responsible citizens.
“Words for life” is filled with anecdotes and affirmations that inspire and inform. Positive quotes such as, “It’s a good
day to have a good day” and “ It does not
matter what your past says, it matters
what you and God says about your future.
Aim to deliver a clear, resounding message that you are the captain of your ship
and decider of your fate.”
James empowers her students by
challenging them to identify not with
their weaknesses but to acknowledge
their strengths. The student is taught to
consistently employ his/her strengths to
overcome any weakness or perceived inadequacy.
James is a teacher’s teacher. She is
dedicated to the belief that she can enhance her students’ classroom experience. In her book it says: “I’ll push you,
push your buttons or get on your last
nerves, I’m just showing you how much
I believe in you!”

Ms. James
Words of wisdom are never preachy.
It is fresh and witty.
One particular story in the book will
certainly pull at the heartstrings of the
readers. The teacher is able to identify
with the tragedy and triumph in a student’s life because the students story just
so happens to mirror the teacher’s story.
It is when the two individuals have
transcended their roles as teacher and
student and see each other as human beings whose shared identity is in overcoming life’s greatest obstacles that James’
message is not merely heard but thankfully received and fully respected.
One cannot read “Words for life” and
not have one’s faith restored or reaffirmed in the knowledge that there are
still teachers who teach because they
were born to teach.
“Words for life: Ms. James’ pocket
wisdom” is available at Reader’s Choice
Bookstore, located at 4341 34th St. So.
(Corner storefront next to Spare Room
Storage) Open Mon.-Sat. (727) 867-3696.
Meet Ms. James this Sat., March 29 at
the science event for kids, at Campbell
Park from 10 - 11:30 a.m. See ad below.



Gratitude
Daily life has a way of becoming mundane and if we are not careful, we fall into
the trap of entitlement. Well, I was feeling
entitled lately so I decided to add a dose of
‘reality’ to my too-comfortable life in America. I got a jolt that awakened my subconscious and brought me face to face with my
deeply buried sense of gratitude.
I left Haiti in 1973 as a teenager and
came to America with my family. I immediately embraced my new country, its different culture and the opportunities it offered.
I went to school and I worked hard. I got rewarded for my effort. I threw myself into
my career, my marriage and my two daughters. Life was good. For a long time I was
impervious to the economic and social ills
that plagued my birthplace.
In 2009 I decided to go back to Haiti on
a mission trip with a local medical group. I
was not prepared for what I saw after thirtysix years of living in the lap of luxury comparatively. The journey to reach the village
was hard. We landed in Port-au-prince and
had to spend the night in a little motel there.
It was too late and unsafe to venture out
after dark. I heard gunshots in the night,
and wailing for the death of a loved one, a
frequent occurrence in this part of the
world.
The next day we embarked on a twohour car ride to the wharf. We were covered
in dust when we boarded the ferry for the
twelve-mile ride to the island of Lagonave.
It took two hours on a very rough sea. Another two-hour ride on dirt road littered
with giant potholes and boulders brought
us to the village, where the makeshift clinic
is located.
I was so sore the next day from the jolt
and bumps of the ride that I discovered long
forgotten muscles. I slept fretfully on an air
mattress placed on the cement floor at the
clinic. I was watching for spiders, mice,
lizards, bedbugs, roaches and rats the size
of newborns and critters I didn’t even remember.
As a translator, I stepped outside on the
first day and gasped. There were at least a
couple hundred people shoving, yelling and
crying in the front yard. I went back inside
to compose myself, after a good cry and a
prayer for strength. Before the week was
over I had to reach deep inside to find the
grace, wisdom and strength to continue.
People walked for hours from neighboring villages when they heard that the American medical staff was in town. I saw
sadness and despair in the eyes of children
too young to experience such hardships. I
looked at the sea of people waiting and I
knew we could not see all of them. It broke
my heart. It was like playing God to triage
the sickest from the mob. They all looked
sick, they all needed medications for: pain,
hypertension, acid reflux, worms, scabies,
diabetes, gastrointestinal disease, anemia,
tuberculosis and tropical infectious diseases.
In my role as translator I listened to their
struggles. I hugged and cried with the ma-

Micki Morency
jority of the 1200 patients we saw that week.
The experience changed my perspective
about life profoundly. I saw myself in the
brown, poverty-stricken face of the women
trailing dozens of children behind them. As
a mother I felt their pain, for I knew that
they loved their children and wanted a better life for them. I wondered why I was
spared. How did I get to leave this land that
had forsaken the fruits of its womb?
I experienced survivor’s guilt. I almost
could not look the mothers in the eyes as
they held their dying children in their arms
with a look of defeat and acceptance. When
they thanked me for my time and compassion, I thanked them with humility and sincere empathy. They will never understand
the gratitude I felt for having been given the
privilege of serving them.
I was grateful that for reason I will never
know, I was given the opportunity to live a
different life experience. I continued to go
to that particular mission every other year.
I was there in April 2013. The conditions
had not changed at all, but I needed my
dose of reality so I could return home and
strive to be a better person every day. Gratitude is a great virtue that forces us to remember where we come from, appreciate
what we have and share our blessings with
the less fortunate who share this planet with
us.
I wrote this story when I returned from
Haiti in April 2013 from my third mission
trip as a member of Partners with Haiti—-a
ministry of St Paul Catholic church of St Petersburg. The story reflects my views and
interpretations of my personal experiences
during these trips.
I felt a strong need to share the deep
emotions that had been awakened in my
complacent soul after escaping the plight of
my fellow countrymen. Gratitude topped
my list. Gratefulness promotes compassion,
sharing and tolerance.
www.mickimorency.com
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The First Ladies in African-American History Award
From HISTORY , page 1

second hurdle is being an
African American.”
The honorees were presented the Sunshine Ambassador award by Councilman
Wengay Newton, while
Councilman Bill Dudley issued a proclamation that
Sun., March 23 was the First
Ladies in African American
History day. U.S. Representative Kathy Castor sent a letter
of recognition, and each recipient received an award
and a medallion.
Leniece Emanuel, CEO
of the YWCA, spoke about
how sometimes “our talents
and capabilities [of black
women] are overlooked.”
She quoted the dismal statistics that less than two percent
of board positions and only
20 percent of leadership roles
are occupied by black females. “We do not live in a
post racial world,” Emanuel
said.
The 2014 First Ladies in
African American History:
Attorney Lisa Brody —
First African-American female managing attorney for a
legal services program in
Pinellas County.
“Favorite quote that has
inspired me is ‘What counts
in life is not the mere fact that
we lived. It is what difference
we have made to the lives of
others that will determine the
significance of the life we
lead’—Nelson Mandela. As
an advocate for the legal
rights of those most vulnerable in our community for
over 18 years, I have found
great peace and joy in serving the legal needs of those

most in need to access to justice.”
Trenia Cox — First
African-American female to
serve as manager of Community Planning at the Juvenile
Welfare Board.
“Ernest Ponder was my
mentor at Gibbs High
School; he taught social science. He was the one that encouraged me to be excellent
in all my endeavors. It was
he who offered my name
along with the now Dr.
Wayne G. Thompson to be
the first African-American
students to integrate the
State of Florida Student
Council Association in 1967.
He developed my leadership
and communication skills.
The other teacher who influenced me was Amanda
Howard. She was a social science teacher at the then 16th
Street Junior High. She also
encouraged me to move
away and grow. Hence,
when offered a scholarship to
attend Western Michigan
University and Kalamazoo,
Mich. years later, I took the
full scholarship. I modeled
my poise and delivery based
on her and a few others like
Ms. Barnes, Ms. Welch, and
Ms. Styles.”
Mozelle Davis — First
African-American female supervisor of Special Programs
in Pinellas County Schools.
“My motivation for a
happy and successful lifetime
experience in the world of
work came from my parents.
They were hands on workers
all of their lives and as I grew
up in a home with them the

expectation was that I too
would someday be a productive member of my community with a job where I would
contribute positively to my
wellbeing and the wellbeing
of others. I was taught to decide what my natural skills
were and then prepare myself to perform.”
Rosalyn Graham —
First African-American president of the Tampa Bay
YWCA.
“One of the most courageous things you can do is
identify yourself, know who
you are, what you believe in
and what you are willing to
tolerate in taking yourself
where you want go. I have a
reputation for finding the
right things that work for me.
Much of my demeanor, personality and idiosyncrasies
come from the strong
women in my family. My
mother and aunts who exhibited such strengths in character and integrity assisted in
my development. By emulating those qualities found in
them I was able to create an
extensive community of family and friends by which I
value above all else.”
Dr. Deborah Green —
First African-American female to pastor a Missionary
Baptist Church in St. Petersburg.
“I come for a long line of
pastors and preachers. My
great-grandfather taught in
the Lakeland Bible Seminary.
Many had the opportunity to
sit under his tutelage such as
Pastor L. S. McCree (Mt.
Zion Progressive M.B.

Church), Rev. Dr. Joseph
Gordon-Pleasant
(Grove
M.B. Church), Rev. Dr.
Henry J. Lyons (Bethel Metropolitan M.B. Church) and
many others. Know your own
worth and don’t allow people
in this world to place a cheap
value tag on you or what you
do. Have integrity and be
proud of who you are.”
Dr. Mendee Ligon —
First African-American female to own a dental practice
in St. Petersburg.
“As the first AfricanAmerican female to both own
and practice dentistry in St.
Petersburg, Pinellas County,
Florida, I would say I was initially motivated to become a
healthcare professional because of the disparity and
lack of access to healthcare
that I witnessed growing up
in Spartanburg, S.C. My father operated Bull Clinic
Hospital, which was the only
healthcare facility for African
Americans during segregation. This clinic provided

medical, dental, optometry
and pharmacy services that
inspired me to pursue a field
in healthcare. My mother, an
educator, motivated me more
than any other family member because she had so
much drive and high expectations. She told her girls
many times the sky has no
limits and neither do you. I
believe that persistence, desire and determination are

key factors to success. I also
believe that all things are possible through Christ to those
that believe.”
Donna McCrae — First
African-American woman to
serve as Board Chair of the
Juvenile Welfare Board of
Pinellas County.
“First and foremost, the
skill sets needed to succeed
is to complete high school
and if you desire postsec-
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ondary training. But a very
important skill is to be willing
to listen and observe. I cannot emphasize those skills
enough. Listen to those you
admire and observe their behavior. Hopefully they are of
good character. Another is to
never give up on your goals;
persevere, endure and hang
in there.”
Judge Patrice Moore —
First African-American female Circuit Court judge
from St. Petersburg.
“Next to God’s grace and
His mercy I would say my
family as a whole have always
inspired me to be the best
that I can be. They have
prayed, sacrificed and made
me believe that with God’s
help there is nothing that I
cannot do. I cannot tell you
how grateful I am to have a
grandmother who has gone
without so that her children,
grandchildren and her greatgrandchildren could succeed.
To my father, my pastor and
my friend who has always
been a great provider. The
people in my family that sacrificed the most have been
my husband and kids each
and every day they love me,
encourage me and remind
me to keep believing and
trust that God will supply our
needs.”
Manitia Moultrie —
First African-American female Environmental Scientist/Engineer in the State of
Florida.
“I entered first grade during the year of integration.
My parents sat me down and
explained that I would be the
“first” at P. K. Young Elementary School in Pensacola and
explained why I belonged
there. They started telling me
that I could be anything I

wanted to be when I entered
kindergarten at the age of
three. I drew on that message
then and through my educational and career journey and
long series of ‘firsts.’ During
challenging times, my Dad
would say, ‘did you do your
best’ or ‘good isn’t good
enough.’ My mother was supportive and no-nonsense.
She positioned me in all kinds
of youth programs including
Sunday school. Whining,
complaining and fretting
were not allowed. She
pushed me and always asked,
‘what’s next?’ I am very
thankful and blessed to have
had parents that saw my potential and taught me to understand my worth.”
Crystal Pruitt — First
African-American
female
President and Treasurer of
the Florida Government
Communicators Association.
“Vivian Rouson was a
great mentor and had a big
influence on my life when I
was a summer student at
Poynter Institute. While
working with her, I developed
a passion for newspaper writing. I was also awarded a St.
Petersburg Times Journalism scholarship after graduating from High School.”
Chief Cornita Riley —
First African-American female Chief of Orange Corrections Department.
“My favorite quote and
biblical principle that I live by
is Proverbs 19:21: ‘Many are
the plans in a person’s heart,
but it is the Lord’s purpose
that prevails.’ I love this verse
because if we really fix our
heart on what it’s saying, we
realize that the only thing that
matters is what God has said
about you and/or the situation. We can’t be moved by

what people say or think
about us. I firmly believe, if
God said it that settles it!”
Barbara Shorter —
First African American female High School Principal in
St. Petersburg.
“There were many obstacles and challenges placed
before me, but I persevered
because I had prepared myself by studying hard, believing in my abilities, worked
hard, treated everyone with
dignity and respect, never
made any excuses for any
short coming and had an unshakable faith.”
Dr. Kanika Tomalin —

First African-American female Deputy Mayor in the
City of St. Petersburg.
“I attribute my success,
not in part, but in absolute entirety, to many family members and a close circle of a few
friends who love as if they are
family. Success is a subjective
assessment, often used to describe an aggregation of accomplishments that illustrate
the highest aspirations of society at a given time. Many of
these aspirations: income, education and profession vacillate and evolve with time, but
the most defining elements of
success — those I most

highly value, remain constant. The metrics by which I
measure success include
both having, and serving, as
a source for others’ happiness; gratitude; deep and

abiding love, integrity, respect, fulfilled opportunities
and the certain confidence
that comes with knowing the
unified force that created our
world.”

6

THE WEEKLY CHALLENGER, THURSDAY, MARCH 27, 2014

COMMUNITY NEWS
Rick Gee gets a musical send off
From GEE , page 1

earned his degree in accounting, Gee pursued his
love of swimming by competing on the Master’s
swimming circuit, earning
prestigious awards in his
age group.
Here in St. Petersburg,
however, Gee is well respected and renowned for
his contribution to reviving
jazz in the Tampa Bay area.
“He was a good man, always reaching out,” said
longtime friend Dr. Robert
D. Rehnke. They’ve known
each other for over 60 years
meeting at Howard University. “There are some people
they call a man’s man, a
lady’s man…he was everybody’s man. He was just
cool.”
Rehnke remarked on the
unexpected friendship between them. Gee was nearly
a generation older and although race wasn’t an obstacle in their friendship, they
came from different backgrounds. But it was what
they shared in common that
strengthened their bond,
the most powerful connection being their mutual love
for music, musicians and the
shared
entrepreneurial
spirit of wanting to support
them and get them on stage.
The opening concert at
the Manhattan Casino back
in 2005 was just such an
event. Working on a shoestring budget, Gee was able
to use his personal connections in the jazz arena to
bring big names such as
Dizzy Gillespie’s All Stars to
town, as well as resurrecting
seasoned musicians while

showcasing a variety of newcomers to the jazz scene.
“Rick Gee, he did keep
jazz alive. The rest is now
with us,” Rehnke said.
Gee’s daughter Gina
read letters from various
friends of the family all wanting to pay their respects for
the local legend. They spoke
of his honesty, integrity, and
his outgoing nature. Gee
was known for his respectfulness towards others and
lived his life like a true gentleman, his faith strong and
evident to all those who
knew him.
“Getting to know him as
an adult, as the talented, outgoing, charismatic man that
he became allowed me to
understand why so many
people loved, honored and
respected him,” said Gina
Gee.
Known as the go-to-guy
when it came to guiding talented young musicians in
need, Gee touched many
lives with his mentoring. Including that of Rodney Rocques, a drummer in the Jazz
Juvenocracy Group. Rocques was inspired by Gee to
put together a band at the
age of 16 and was even responsible for getting him his
first gig.
“It’s great that I can see
Rick Gee in everyone here,”
he said looking around the
room.
Now 22, Rocques credits
Gee with putting him on the
right path in life and in his
musical career. Currently a
student at Berkley College
of Music in Boston, Rocques
is looking to work fulltime at

the school when he graduates and is composing music
such as the musical melody,
“I Will Never Forget Rick
Gee,” which he performed
at the funeral.
Rocques’ own father left
him at just nine months of
age and he truly believes
that God sent him Gee when
he needed him most.
“Though we can’t hear
the Lord speak to us personally, he sends angels to surround us,” said Rocques.
And to those that knew Gee,
he was just that.
Upon moving to St. Petersburg in 2003, Gee almost
immediately began to make
an impact on the jazz scene.

He joined the board of the
Al Downing Tampa Bay Jazz
Association as publicity
chair; however, it was no
time before he was filling
the position of president.
His ability to revive jazz and
make it current and hip
again excited the jazz community. He was diligent in
his efforts to organize concerts throughout the Tampa
Bay area and longed to promote a jazz festival.
A jazz enthusiast, Gee
also served on the board of
directors with the Sarasota
Jazz Club. He soon was
voted in as vice president
and helped organize local
annual events such as the re-

cent Jazz in the Park event
and the Jazz Boat Ride.
Rick Gee’s legacy to the
jazz community and the
youths he mentored is the
love he had for jazz and his
passion to share this classic
art form with others. He will
be greatly missed.
The service came to a
close with Pastor Frank Peterman of Rock of Jesus Missionary Baptist Church
conducting his eulogy. The
Bay Pines Veteran Administration also performed a






color guard ceremony to
honor Gee’s stint in the military. Family and friends
were also treated to a
recorded musical selection
of Gee on the flute playing
“Coming Home.”
Gee passed away due to
complications from surgery.
He is survived by his two
daughters, Gina and Ginger
Gee, extended family members, friends and his companion of many years,
Yvonne Alsup.

“A Personal Touch
from Caring Professionals”

  


 












 
 










 



    
   

NO COST MEDICAID &
MEDICARE REVIEWS
727-327-9881 • 3535 Central Ave.
St. Petersburg, FL 33713

H EALTH & WELLNESS
• Prevention • Awareness • Education •
•Testing • Counseling • Referrals •
HELP - US - HELP - U • Access
Food Stamp Application/SNAP
Medicaid Application - Recertification

727.403.3366
www.helpushelpuinc.org

Over 34 Years in Tampa Bay ~ Financing Available!
Specializing In:
Painting • Drywall • Flooring • Plumbing • Windows• Roofing
Soffit & Fascia Cabinets• Kitchen & Bath
Garage & Porch Rehabilitation • Custom Home Remodeling
Approved Rehabilitation Contractor for: City of Tampa, Hillsborough County,
City of St. Petersburg, Pinellas County and Polk County

Call MICHAEL REEVES - Phone/Fax 813-238-6197
Email: reevesbuilding@verizon.net • www.ReevesBuilding.com
Licenses:

CFC025588

CCC1326860

CBC1251478

THE WEEKLY CHALLENGER, THURSDAY, MARCH 27, 2014

7

COMMUNITY NEWS
Omega Psi Phi Fraternity – Eta Rho Chapter
new inductees
BY TOM PACKER

ST. PETERSBURG –
Eta Rho Chapter had the
pleasure of introducing to
the brotherhood and the
Tampa Bay area the spring
pledge line that featured
six outstanding men
March 22.
The fraternity is very
fortunate to bring into the
folds of Omega such men
of vision and determination. Each man is uniquely
endowed with special talents that will be of great
service to the local chapter
and the greater fraternity.

The chapter Basileus,
James Jackson, Jr. and the
Membership
Selection
Committee hosted a grand
celebration
at
the
renowned Sylvia’s Restaurant to welcome the new
members along with their
families and friends. Each
new brother was greeted
by their wives and or fiancée with many gifts and
much admiration.
The festivities were attended by more than 150
well wishers, many of
whom traveled great distances to be on hand for
this very special day.

L-R Dean of Pledges, Roderick Green,
Members: Marcus Wilson, Bruce F. Moody,
Cory J. Moore, LeRoy A. Howard,
Redwood E. Braxton, Jack Skipper

From NIKKI, page 1

ers that our community
needs,” she stated.
Coming from a loving
and supportive home, Capehart still benefited from having a mentor. Those
children coming from less
supportive environments
“definitely need the additional guidance, attention
and listening ear,” she
stressed.
Mentoring does not always mean an adult helping
a child. Capehart has noticed the growth in business
on 22nd Street South and attributes it to community
partnership.
“Just look at the Deuces,
I am very proud of the way
the Deuces is coming alive
again. Local entrepreneurs
are opening new businesses
and investing in our community and we must support them financially,” she
said.
In the future, Capehart
envisions the community to
have its own unique culture
that appeals to visitors and
locals for a variety of different reasons. With enhanced
development it will be an
even better place to raise a
family. She wants young
people who have moved
away to move back home
because of the transformation that they are seeing.
In her newly appointed
post as Director of Urban

 


Courtesy of

Building the urban agenda

Director of Urban Affairs
for the City of St. Petersburg. She plans to ramp up
the city’s mentoring and education initiatives.
“I think the mentoring
and education initiatives we
currently have in place
needs to be re-established
specifically for Midtown,
Childs Park and the entire
south side of the city, said
Capehart. “We need more
mentors in the schools.”
A perfect example of
how a mentor can affect a
child’s life, Capehart was influenced by a person who
taught her that the only limits came from within her
mind.
“The late Lorian William
always stayed in touch with
me and encouraged me to
reach for the stars. She later
became one of my best
friends and sister,” Capehart said. “I know that her
mentoring had a major impact on my life.”
Capehart finds much
joy in mentoring young
ladies. She encourages
them to be strong, confident and determined individuals “who will, yes, make
mistakes in life, but will
prayerfully not let those
choices take them off
course from becoming the
powerful business owners,
corporate leaders, elected
officials or non-profit lead-

 


Affairs, Capehart works
with Mayor Kriseman and
Deputy Mayor Kanika
Tomalin to help define the
vision that will guide the
work of the administration
in the coming years to Midtown, Childs Park and the
rest of south St. Petersburg.
She is also helping to reestablish the mentoring and
educational
programs
within the city and has
begun to recruit supporters.
Look for great things to
come out of the new Department of Urban Affairs.
With Capehart at the helm,
it seeks to build upon the
work previously done by
past Deputy Mayor Goliath
Davis. In her position she
will assist in developing the
policy agenda for urban St.
Petersburg across citywide
departments and agencies
while working with the

mayor and deputy mayor.
In addition, this department will also be responsible for marketing the area
as a desirable location for
employers and improve employment-training opportunities. Other issues to be
addressed in relations to
the area include arts and
culture, health, support for
the revitalization of families
and neighborhoods. Urban
Affairs will offer constituent
services satellite office
hours at the Enoch Davis
Center and at the Childs
Park YMCA.
Blast from the past:
Nikki describes herself as
“the Flip Lady’s granddaughter.” Which flip lady is
she referring to? Rosa Lee
Graham, who served the
Perkins Elementary area of
town. She credits her entrepreneurial spirit to Flip
Lady Rosa Graham.

       
        

  
 
      

   
        

       
 



    
    


      
      
      


BUSINESS DIRECTORY



Police Athletic League of St. Petersburg, Inc.
requires the services of a licensed architect
for the purpose of preparing construction plans, specifications,
bid package, permit application and providing construction
administration necessary to renovate portions
of the N. Worth Gable National Guard Armory building located
1450 16th Street North in accordance with the Secretary of
Interior’s Standards for the Treatment of Historic Properties.

   





Interested firms may obtain additional information by
contacting Chris Sessions or Doug Linder,
Police Athletic League 727-893-7138
before April 11, 2014.

  


 

 


 




SYLVIA J. TAYLOR P.A.
ATTORNEY & COUNSELOR AT LAW
Specializing In Real Estate Closings,
Refi’s and Probate

1900 Main Street, Suite 750
Sarasota, FL 34238
(941) 309-5188
Fax (941) 309-5201
sylviajtaylorpa@cs.com

Shear Essence Hair Salon
727-328-7189

FREE TRIM
WITH ANY SERVICE
(Offer expires June 20, 2014)

Vitu (V-too)

727-244-2940

Skyway Mall,
4301 34th St. S.
St. Petersburg
Owned and operated
by Gwendolyn S. Fields

10% OFF
ANYTHING IN THE STORE!
(Offer expires May 1, 2014)

20% OFF
ANY NATURAL
HAIR SERVICE
(Offer expires May 6, 2014)
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COMMUNITY NEWS
Summit 10, Increasing Parental Engagement
From DADS , page 1

New Pleasant Grove Baptist Church. He believes
when parents get caught up
in emotion, the truth can
sometimes get muddled
and cause children to have
an untruthful view of their
situation and life in general.
“They believe the examples
that are put before them.”
Although Pastor Martin
Rainey along with the rest
of the Parent Support For
Education
Council
(PSFEC) puts on summits
a few times a year in an effort to support and motivate parents to become
more involved in the day-today activities of their child’s
education and social dealings, dad’s were the hot
topic for #10. And Middleton wasted no time in getting to the crux of the
matter.
“The fathers that I want
to talk about today, many of
them are not here,” he said.
“Many of them are out
breaking into somebody’s
house, possibly getting
ready to be in a position that
can put them in a grave.”
Summit
members
agreed that fathers have
turned into a delicacy of
sorts. Especially in households where the parents
are fresh into adulthood,
basically still children
themselves. Nearly 24 million single families exist in
the United States alone as
of 2012, according to kidscount.org, with an estimated 1.5 million absentee
parents in Florida alone.
And the number promises
to steadily increase.

Some members of the
discussion panel spoke up
about what they feel is the
problem. Summit panel
member Andre Skelton believes that with more and
more programs out there
to support women when
the baby’s father turns tail
and run, it sets up an attitude amongst the men that
they are not needed in the
rearing of their children.
“Public assistance is designed to keep fathers out
of the household,” said
Skelton who believes that if
the government pays for
housing, food, and other
items, it sets up a cycle of
dependency with the government that both mothers
and fathers begin to rely on
in order to support their
kids.
When asked what the
solution is, Skelton revealed his own childhood
experience of growing up
without a father in the
home. Forgiveness.
“You forgive someone
to break that generational
curse that’s on you,” he
said. He confided in having
a childhood where dayafter-day he witnessed his
mom struggle with the burden of putting food on the
table and providing the necessities of life. The burden
of surviving in a broken
home.
“I didn’t realize at the
time how angry I was because my dad wasn’t there
anymore,” he said. “All I
knew was dad wasn’t
there.”
When he got older and

had kids of his own, Skelton realized he was holding
onto that anger in his heart.
His inability to forgive was
turning him into the very
same person that he despised so much. “I had become that father that wasn’t
around, that saw his kids
on the weekend and
thought he was a good
dad.”
What was his solution?
Communication.
Skelton took the conversation back to his father
and let him know how
badly his absence had
scarred him. Releasing his
anger made Skelton a better father.
So
the
discussion
veered toward how to get
the young fathers in the
African-American community to start talking. Middleton knows the youths
aren’t showing up on the
church doorstep asking to
be saved. He gathers they
weren’t raised in the
church system so they
won’t lean on it in times of
need. So what to do to
reach them?
Head to their hangouts
and be supportive.
“Most of them are not
going to come to the places
where the help is available,
so we got to be where they
are,” said the pastor who
plans to hit the streets, the
corner stores and the like
in an effort to break the
bondages that prevent the
young, absent fathers from
being a productive parent.
“Who’s going to have the
courage to engage these

Facilitator Phill Garrett

Pastor Don Middleton

Carol Alexander

Candice Billingsley

Dr. Valerie Brimm

Henry Johnson

Andre Skelton

Apostle Ellis Hodge

Ken Holloway

Calvin Williams

Rashid Mizell

child to be genuine and
speak from the heart. In
time, trust will be built and
the young men, and
women, will open up and
discuss what they are afraid
to voice.
Vendors from all around
town were there with information on programs offered throughout the
community for parents to
improve their situation and
relationship with their children. From Next Stepp Life
Center to the Juvenile Welfare Board, organizations
stepped up to tell about
available assistance that is
currently provided for
those in need of guidance.
Assistance with tutoring
options, mentors, available
school programs, as well
as, supporting your child’s
education at home can be
found through Pinellas
County Schools. The Juve-

nile Welfare Board is also
available to support families. There is also help for
those needing assistance
with bus passes or food.
Help can be accessed by dialing 211.
The Next Stepp Life
Center provides support
for both women and men as
well. PSFEC can also connect you with the programs
in the area dedicated to
helping parents get it right.
And for a series of free
workshops geared at helping boys and men navigate
the tumultuous waters of
life, interested persons can
call (727) 327-6081 to find
out how to participate.
Pastor Rainey serves as
president of PSFEC and
Chairman of JWB South
County Community Council. He may be contacted at
mrainey390@verizon.net or
(727) 420-1326.

young men, start a conversation with them about
life?”
Middleton
also addressed community views
and called for the church to
stop
worrying
about
whether the youth have
their pants hanging down
to their ankles and focus
more on making them feel
worthy and capable of
being good fathers.
“Judgment meets them
at the door,” he said. “We
are making them offended
and making them go away.”
Calvin Williams, a
schoolteacher, feels confident if the putdowns about
black men being worthless
will cease, the tide will turn
to more fathers being involved in the lives of their
own children.
“When people talk
about black men, usually
it’s something negative,
and that comes from all
spheres, including black
women,” he said. He suggests getting together and
opening up the lines of
communication, creating a
safe haven where men will
feel comfortable showing
their vulnerability and discussing the problems they
face.
He encourages family
members, mentors, and
anyone who has access to a

CUSTOMIZED ADVERTISING CAMPAIGNS
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727-866-1728
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ARTS & ENTERTAINMENT
Commemorating 17 years
of entertaining with more
BY JEANIE BLUE
Staff Writer

TAMPA -- Come and
add your touch to the 17th
Annual Birthday Bash and
live DVD comedy recording
for Too Smooth Entertainment. Kicking off a weekend of fun, the party starts
Fri., April 4 at the Mojito's,
5303 W. Kennedy Blvd.,
Tampa (inside the Crown
Plaza).
Doors will open at 9
p.m. to a mature sophisticated set of party goers to
usher in recognition of
TooSmooth's efforts to
bring upscale entertainment to the Tampa Bay area
and successfully fill a niche
for an appreciation of socially uplifting events that includes live performances.
TooSmooth pledges to
continue to bring all aspects
of talents such as gospel
plays, comedy shows, concerts and youth events.
To continue the wild
weekend, Comedian KDubb will bring his brand of
stand-up comedy to close
out the 17th Annual TooSmooth Birthday Bash,
when he performs at the
Palladium Theatre in downtown St. Petersburg Sat.,
April 5. Doors open at 7 p.m.
It's the "I Can't Stop
Laughing" live DVD comedy recording, where other
comedians (featured on
BET) will join K-Dubb including Barbara Carlyle,
Terry Harris, Dr. Foolish
and T-Ray.
In a recent interview

with comedian K-Dubb, he
urged everyone to attend
the live DVD comedy
recording and refers to
himself as the current King
of Comedy.
“I am the King of Atlanta Comedy,” said KDubb. “I inherited the title.
Ask the people who have
been identified as the king
in the past and they will tell
you that I am the king now.”
Ever since 2001, KDubb has been stacking his
career by doing the Def Jam
and Bad Boy of Comedy
tours. Now he’s doing television! He signed with T.I.’s
Hustle Game—Kelly Boy in
Atlanta and he continues to
run his own promotions
business called Kings and
Queens Production, which
is based in Los Angeles.
“I’m from Memphis but
I am an Atlanta comic. I
started in high school and
never did nothing else. I
graduated from high school
and went straight to Atlanta.
I never deviated. I’m 30
years old now and I never
listened to the naysayers. In
all actuality, even if they tell
you how beautiful things
are, you have to see for
yourself.
K-Dubb attended three
different high schools and
got kicked out of most of
them, but the students kept
laughing. That’s when he
decided to make comedy
for grown folks and took it
to Atlanta and hasn’t looked
back.
K-Dubb’s advice for the
next generation?

TooSmooth
“As long as you get it
done while you're living.
You sleep when you're
dead. Do what you got to do
while you're here. Keep
pushing hard and praying. I
don't think I could have
made it without prayer,” he
said.
It’s K-Dubb’s world
when he’s on stage. He feels
that his awards are the television shows and tours he’s
been on.
“You get these awards
for your talent. I think I've already achieved what I
wanted to achieve in this
game and now I am just having fun with stand up. I need
to do something. If you
know of something, let me
know," he laughed.
If you don’t feel like
driving across the bridge to
be a part of the live recording April 4 at Mojito’s in
Tampa, K-Dubb and the rest
of the BET stars will be
recording live again on Sat.,
April 5 at the Palladium Theatre right downtown St. Pete
at 235 5th Ave. N.
TooSmooth Entertainment offers prayer as a business strategy and Numbers
6:24, which simply reads:
“May the Lord bless you and
take care of you.”
See ad below.
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Sunday School 9:30 a.m.
Praise Time 10:45 a.m.
Morning Worship 10:45 a.m.
Tuesday Night Live Prayer Service & Bible Study 7 p.m.

 







Come Worship With the First Baptist Family

     








  

  

 




  

   





 


 
   




 





Need a ride? Our Transportation Ministry is available Sundays and Wednesdays





Prayer Tower Church of God in Christ
Pastor Ricardo Welch
Elder Carson Skinner, Assistant Pastor
1137 37th Street South, Saint Petersburg, FL 33711
(727) 321-0670



 




 



BETHEL COMMUNITY
BAPTIST CHURCH
2901 - 54th Avenue South
St. Petersburg, FL. 33712
(727) 866-2567
SERVICES
Sunday School:
8:30 a.m.
Sunday Worship Service:
9:30 a.m.
Bible Study: Wednesdays
at 6:30 p.m.




Victory Christian Center Church

  

    

Sunday School .................................9:30 a.m.
Morning Worship ..........................11:00 a.m.
Wednesday Evening Prayer ............6:30 p.m.
Wednesday Night Bible Study.......7:30 p.m.











Kingdom Restoration, Inc.

Faith Based Outreach Ministry

 
  

3530 1st Avenue North, Ste. 217
St. Petersburg, Florida 33713



 


 
     
  
  





The Crossing Point
Christian Cultural Empowerment
Community Center
“JESUS, the same yesterday, today and forever.” Hebrews 13:8

900 22nd St. S., St. Petersburg, FL 33712
727-821-0304
Edgar & Sarah Edwards,
Email:
thechurch@thecrossingpoint.net
Overseers
www.thecrossingpoint.net
Worship, Sundays, 11 a.m.
Community Prayer & Bible Study, Tuesdays, 12 noon
Mid-week Bible Study, Wednesdays, 7 p.m.
Single Grown Folks Bible Study & Fellowship,
Saturdays, 7 p.m.

“We are a Movement with a Message. The results are that we build people; not programs.”


 

 
Sunday Worship*
10:30 a.m.
Wednesday Bible Study* -7:00 p.m.
Friday Prayer -7:00 p.m.
Intercessory Prayer - 9:00 a.m.


Victory Christian Center is a Word of Faith Church.
For more information about the other services and
ministries at Victory Christian Center, please call (727) 321-0911.




  





  
 
  



  





Tutoring offered Tuesday &
Wednesday at 3:30 p.m.
Prayer Meeting 7:00 p.m.
Bible Study 11:00 a.m. & 7:30 p.m.
Youth Bible Study 7:00 p.m.




 


Sunday School 8:45-10:00 a.m.
Morning Worship 10:00 a.m.
Communion - 1st Sunday of each month
New Members Orientation - Sunday at 8:45 a.m.

Having been led, as we believe, by the
Spirit of God to receive the Lord Jesus
Christ as our Saviour; and on the profession of our faith. We the people of
God returning to God’s Word, proclaiming, God’s Will in provoking His
love among one another.

 
  

 

 
  



 





  
 

 


 






 

1818 29th Avenue N.
St. Petersburg, Florida
727.898.5571
Sunday Worship

11:30 a.m.






  



 
 

(727) 564-1389
Pastor Shurrea Daniels

Motto: Restoring One Life At A Time

We provide independent services to young women,
between the ages of 18-21, that have aged out of foster care.
Services Offered:
Community Housing, Life Skills, Financial Planning
Performing Arts and Technical Assistance
We also Offer:
E.V.E. Enrichment Classes on Monday and Wednesday 6-8 p.m.
Every 3rd Saturday Women’s Ministry 1-3 p.m.

Visit Us At http://www.kingdomrestoration.info/

  


 

  
 
 

Pastors Dexter and
Wanda McCree

 

 
 
  


ATTENTION! You MUST Read This!
    
Do you have any questions concerning health, money, love?
Call Mrs. Rogers, the one who knows all the answers.

Call Today … Tomorrow May Be Too Late! GOD BLESS YOU 229-769-5399
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THE ROCK OF JESUS IS LOCATED AT:
3940 – 18th AVENUE SOUTH
St. Petersburg, Florida





Presiding Bishop
Warren Hawkins

 

CHURCH MOTTO: ALL IN ONE AND ONE IN ALL; WHEN
WE GET OUT OF ONE WE’RE OUT OF ALL. NO ONE IS
LEFT BEHIND; WE NEED TO KNOW WHO JESUS IS!
Addresses
• 1st and 3rd Sabbath at 3931 Central Ave. St. Petersburg , Fl
• 2nd, 4th and 5th Sabbath and Wed. nights at
3900 Dr. Martin Luther King St. South Petersburg , Fl
Service times and Contact information
• 10:30 am -12:00 noon Sabbath School
• 12:00 noon -1:30 pm Worship service
• 7:30 pm Bible Study on Wed. Nights
• 727-290-8115 after 5 pm (Bishop Hawkins)
• 727 614 6994 after 2 pm (secretary)

Telephone: 727-327-0015 • Fax: 727-327-0021
Office Hours: Tuesday and Friday
9:00 a.m. – 5:00 p.m.





Queen Street Church of God in Christ
Elder Willie Williamson, Pastor
First Lady, Patricia Williamson
1732 9th Avenue South
St. Petersburg, FL 33712
727-896-4356

SERVICES
Sunday
Sunday School – 9:30 a.m.
A. M. Service – 11 a.m.
Tuesday
Morning Prayer – 9 to 10 a.m.
Wednesday YPWW Bible Study – 7:30 p.m.

CHURCH NEWS
St. Mark MBC
The St. Mark Missionary
Baptist Church, its pastor, the
Reverend Brian K. Brown, its
official staff of Deacons and
Trustees, and the entire congregation, extends to the community at large, its wish that there
would be an overflowing of
God’s blessings upon their
lives. St. Mark is grounded in a
Christ-centered doctrine that
has as its central theme, a belief
that we are a haven of hope,
help, and healing for a world
hungering for and thirsting
after the enlightened word of
God. At St. Mark, we are Christians willing to work and partner in unity, praising God for His
awesome gift, His son Jesus
Christ.
Calendar Events for March
2014
Mar. 26-29 - Congress No. 2
Hosted by First Baptist Sun
City, Rev. Holloway, Pastor. 6:30
p.m.
Wed-Thurs Refreshments, 7 p.m. Workshops. Friday only-Services begin at 7
p.m. No refreshments. Dinner
served during Business Meet-

ing
Mar. 30 - Mission Emphasis
rendered by the Young Adult
Ministry (YAMS) during 10:45
a.m. Service
Coming in the Month of
April
Apr. 4 - Business Meeting at
7:00 p.m.
Apr. 11 - Health Care Ministry CPR Class
Apr. 13 - Palm Sunday
Apr. 19 - Resurrection
Dramatization
Apr. 20 - Resurrection
/Easter Sunday
Apr. 26 - Mission Awards
Luncheon
Apr. 27 - Mission Recognition Sunday
Apr. 28 - PIZZA Ministr
Weekly Scheduled Activities for St. Mark
Sunday School held for
both children and adults of all
ages. Sunday School starts each
Sunday morning at 9:30. All are
invited to come and join us.
Baptist Training Union is
each Sunday at 5 p.m. Members
and the general public are in-

Pastor’s Corner

vited to come out study the
Bible with us, and learn “What
Baptist Believe.”
Children and Youth Ministry Meetings are held every
Tuesday at 6 p.m. Children in
the community are welcomed
to join us.
Mime/Praise Dance Rehearsal on Sundays from 2-4
p.m.
N I. K. E. After School Tutoring (4:30-6 p.m.) on Tuesdays & Thursdays (closed
during holiday seasons and
school breaks)
Young Adult Ministry every
Monday from 6:30 p.m. (Bible
Study)
Sunday School Teachers’
Meeting is held every Tuesday
at 7 p.m.
Senior Hour of Power Bible
Study is held every Wednesday
at 9:30 a.m.
Prayer
Meeting
and
Bible Study every Wednesday
evening at 7.
Children Youth Ministry
Bible Study every Wednesday
at 7:30 p.m.

Friendship MBC
Our Mission: Friendship
Missionary Baptist Church is a
family of believers in Christ,
reaching out to the world,
preaching the gospel to the unsaved and teaching the saved
to serve by demonstrating the
Love of Christ.
2014 “Total Surrender,
Total Sacrifice, and Total Stewardship” – II Corinthians 9:6-8.
Mark you calendar
Wed., April 9 at 7 p.m.:
Wednesday Night Living In
Victory Everyday (L.I.V.E.).
Pastor Evans has designed
L.I.V.E. fellowship for everyone
in the community. This fellowship plan encourages us to develop and commit a greater
understanding of HIS word, in
our lives and to help us to live
in closer oneness with HIM.
FMBC family is looking for-

ward to seeing you. The Family and Friends Love Fellowship Dinner will be served
afterwards.
Sun., April 20 at 6:45 a.m.,
8:45 a.m., and 10 a.m.: “Let’s
Just Praise The Lord” - Celebrate the Resurrection of Jesus
Christ. FMBC offers several
combinations to worship with
us. Celebration of our Risen
Lord and Saviour Jesus The
Christ at 6:45 a.m. Drama Ministry Presentation at 8:45 a.m.
Mid- Morning Worship Experience at 10:00 a.m. The Lily Memorial Ministry - Lilies at the
Altar proffer has commenced.
Please contact Sister Bessie
Davenport, LMM Coordinator,
contact number - Church office: 727-906-8300.
Have you found the key? If
you’re looking for the key to

happiness or heaven, you’ll find
it through Jesus Christ. Dr.
John A. Evans, Sr., and Friendship welcomes you to our open
doors. Friendships’ worship
experiences are 7:45 a.m. and
10:45 a.m. Sunday Church
School begins at 9:30 a.m.
Come join us each
Wednesday for Bible Study at
Noon and 7:00 p.m. Dr. Evans,
Sr., Pastor, invites you to come
and share in the study of God’s
word - The Gospel of Mark BE DILIGENT, “Serving Others As You Walk With The
Master Servant,” by W.Wierbe.
Friendship is located at
3300 31st Street South, Saint
Petersburg, Florida 33712.
Our telephone number: 727906-8300.
www.fmbctheship.org
God Bless You – The Ship!

Mt. Zion Progressive
Reverend Louis Murphy,
Sr. and the entire Mt Zion family extend an open invitation to
join us not only in Sunday worship, but also throughout the
week for various programs and
ministries.
Wednesday Bible Study –
Noonday and 6 p.m.
Save the date May 2 for the
Relay for Life of South St. Petersburg! At Lakewood High
School. Join our team by going
to www.mzprogressive.org and
clicking on the Relay for Life
banner.
April 9 - Joyful Sounds Children’s Choir will host a recruitment event for youth grades k
– 5th. Join us at 6:30 p.m. for
games, snacks, prizes and of
course, singing. FMI: Kevin
Parrott (727) 894-4311 x275
April 9–10 is National
Youth HIV/AIDS Awareness
Day. Join the One80 Teen Min-

istry for an open discussion and
Free testing, 6:30 pm in the
Youth Chapel.. Hosted by
ASAP, Inc. and YES!
April 13 - Rev. Fleming
Tarver and the Original Florida
Spiritualaires will host an anniversary celebration. Guest
artists include the Canton Spirituals, Might Sons of Zion, and
many more.
FMI visit
www.mzprogressive.org
April 19 – Mt. Zion’s Children and Youth Ministry will
host Spring Blast 2014 at Wildwood Park from 1 – 6 pm. For
more information contact the
church office.
3rd Thursday of the month
– Men’s Unity Ministry - Calling all Men... The Men’s Ministry invite you to come out on
the third Thursday of each
month for their unity fellowship
and study of “What a Man of
God Should Look Like.”

CARE- Choosing Addiction
Recovery Efforts - is now holding Dial-a-Meetings. Phone
meetings are held every Tuesday from 7 - 8 p.m. Phone in to:
605-477-2100, Access Code:
212213.
Let’s Get Connected!
Mt. Zion Progressive is
now social. Checkout the latest
events, ministry news, and
more by following us on Facebook,
Twitter
and
Yo u T u b e ( K e y w o r d :
MZPMBC). Visit our website
and let’s get connected today!
www.MZProgressive.org
For additional information
on any of these announcements, please contact the
church office.
Mt. Zion Progressive Missionary Baptist Church. 955
20th St. S., St. Petersburg
Florida. 727-894-4311, email:
info@mzprogressive.org.

THE HOLY SPIRIT HAS GIVEN TO OUR PASTOR BISHOP
WARREN HAWKINS AND THE HOLY SPIRIT WE OBEY (John 16)
The House of Yah New Yisrael Commandment Keeping Church

Yahweh Sabbath means …
S=SCRIPTURE (And the word was made flesh and dwelt among us) John1:14
A=ANGELS ( the seven stars are the seven angels of the churches) Rev.1:20
B=BELIEVE (He that believeth on me, believeth not on me, but on him that sent me) John 12:44
B=BIBLE (Basic Instructions Before Leaving Earth)
A=ALL (For through him we both have access by one Spirit unto the Father ) Ephesians 2:18
T=TRUTH (Sanctify them through thy truth thy word is truth) John 17:17
H=HOLY (But ye shall receive power, after the Holy Spirit is come upon you) Acts 1:8
S=SAVIOR (For I am the Lord thy God the Holy one of Israel, thy Savior :) Isaiah 43:3
Scripture background text: Genesis 2:1-3, Exodus 20:1-17, Isaiah 58:13-14, 66: 22-24, Ezekiel
20 , Malachi 3: 6-9, Mark 2:28-29, Hebrews 4:1- (8)-11, Acts 13:38-52, John 1:1-9, Romans 11,
vHebrew 12:14, Matthew 12:39-40, 1st Peter 1: 15-16, John 14: 17, Acts 1:8, 2:34-38, 17: 30
THERE ARE MORE SABBATHS THAN THE WEEKLY SABBATH.

Gospel production ‘In His Wake’
10th Street Church of God,
New Hope Missionary Baptist
Church and the St. Petersburg
Alumnae Chapter of Delta
Sigma Theta Sorority under
the direction of Rosalyn Connelly and Deana Mobley,
proudly present the Gospel
production “In His Wake” (derived from the original play In
Loving Memory). The play
will be on Sat., April 5, 10:30
a.m. in the Gibbs High School

Auditorium, 850 34th St. S.
This will be the fifth year that
these churches have collaborated to provide the community with an awesome
production glorifying the
name of Jesus. The cast includes a community of local
believers who portray various
people who encountered
Jesus during His ministry and
were subsequently changed
and made whole. You will get

to witness first hand, miracles
performed by Jesus, such as
His healing of the woman with
the issue of blood (Matthew
9:20-22) and Christ raising
Jarius’ daughter from the dead
(Matthew 9:23 - 25). You don’t
want to miss this moving tribute honoring the life of Christ.
For ticket information call and
leave a message at : 10th
Street Church of God 727 898
-9407 or 727 867 -3242.

10th Street Church of God
The St. Petersburg Alumnae Chapter (SPAC) of Delta
Sigma Theta Sorority, Inc.
(DST) in conjunction with 10th
Street Church of God and New
Hope Missionary Baptist
Church present the stage play
In His Wake to raise money for
community programming and
student scholarships.
ST. PETERSBURG - Tenth
Street Church of God, New
Hope Missionary Baptist
Church and the St. Petersburg
Alumnae Chapter of Delta
Sigma Theta Sorority under the
direction of Rosalyn Connelly
and Deana Mobley, proudly

present the Gospel production
IN HIS WAKE (derived
from the original play In Loving
Memory). The play will be on
Sat., April 5 at 10:30 a.m. at the
Gibbs High School Auditorium
850 34th St. So. St. Petersburg.
This will be the 5th year
that these two churches have
collaborated to provide the
community with an awesome
production glorifying the name
of Jesus. The cast includes a
community of local believers
who portray various people
who encountered Jesus during
His ministry and were subsequently changed and made

whole. You will get to witness
first hand, miracles performed
by Jesus, such as His healing of
the woman with the issue of
blood (Matthew 9:20-22) and
Christ raising Jarius’ daughter
from the dead (Matthew 9:23 25). You don’t want to miss this
moving tribute honoring the life
of Christ.
For ticket information call
and leave a message at: 10th
Street Church of God (727) 898
-9407 or (727) 867 -3242. You
may also purchase your tickets
from any member of the SPAC
of DST or call (727)755-1913

McCabe United Methodist Church
McCabe United Methodist
Church celebrates women in
mission
McCabe United Methodist
Church’s United Methodist
Women invite the community
to join them in worship as
they celebrate women in mission on Sun., March 30 at the
10 a.m. worship service.
Highlighting the theme,
“A Celebration of Bridging
Women Through Mission,”
The
McCabe
United
Methodist Women celebrate
all women serving in mission
and their response to God’s

call to servant hood.
The Rev. Dr. Maxine
Woodside of 34th Street
Church of God in Tampa will
be the guest minister. She is
a native of Tampa, an ordained minister with the
Church of God and an educator with the Hillsborough
County Schools.
Dr. Woodside is an exquisite woman of God with a personal mission and visionary
statement to assist the body of
Christ in reaching its highest
spiritual potential and giftedness by unshackling it of

worldly weights.
Rev. Woodside has been a
presenter and speaker at conferences and workshops
throughout Florida, Georgia
and New Mexico.
Join the McCabe Church
Family in praise and worship
and be blessed through this
celebration.
McCabe is located at 2800
26th Avenue South where the
Rev. I. James Mitchell is the
Senior Pastor. The church’s
phone number is 727 8675287.
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